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Partnership wins Texas Public Information Act case
---

Texas Supreme Court ruling declares Partnership records are not subject to public disclosure under the
TPIA

HOUSTON (June 26, 2015) – The Texas Supreme Court has ruled in the Greater Houston Partnership’s favor
regarding the long-standing case involving the Texas Public Information Act (TPIA). In short, the 6-3 opinion
determined that Partnership records are not subject to public disclosure under the TPIA. Applying the language
of the statute, which it determined was plain and unambiguous, the Court held that the Partnership is not
supported in whole or in part by public funds and thus is not a governmental body under the Act. Since only
government bodies are covered by the TPIA, the confidentially of the Partnership’s internal business records is
protected.
Because the relevant provisions of the TPIA are unambiguous, the Court did not apply the analysis outlined in
Kneeland v. National Collegiate Athletic Association, nor any other extra-textual construct. Ultimately, the Court
reversed the court of appeals' judgment and rendered judgment for the Greater Houston Partnership.
“This is a big day for the Partnership and private organizations like ours,” said Partnership Chair Gina Luna. “We
have been pursuing this case for several years, and it is a relief to know that we can carry out our economic
development and advocacy functions without interference.”
The Partnership, like countless chambers of commerce nationwide, provides marketing, consulting, and other
services to the City and other clients pursuant to quid pro quo, fee-for-service contracts. “With this ruling,
economic development and chamber of commerce organizations like the Partnership can continue to work on
behalf of their communities without being mischaracterized as governmental bodies,” said Bob Harvey,
Partnership President and CEO. “This ruling has significance for all private organizations that enter into service
contracts with governmental units and were at risk of being mischaracterized by previous interpretations of the
Act,” he added.
According to the Court, the Partnership, like the lobbying shops and law firms that also serve the government,
shares many common objectives with the City, but without more, such shared interests can hardly transform a
service provider into a government appendage. “A private entity engaged in confidential economic development
work should not be subjected to invasive disclosure requirements merely because it counts the government as

one client or member among many,” said Lynne Liberato, Partner at Haynes and Boone, who represented the
Partnership on this case.
According to the Texas Supreme Court, “transparency is a real concern and the TPIA's liberal construction mandate
reflects the depth of this interest. However, this liberal construction is not tantamount to boundless reach.”
Additionally, the Court noted, “even if not directly subject to disclosure obligations under the TPIA, the
Partnership's transactions with the government are hardly in a black box. The City of Houston — which is
indisputably a ‘governmental body’ — must disclose information regarding its contractors, including the Greater
Houston Partnership.”
The case before the Texas Supreme Court was styled Greater Houston Partnership, Petitioner, v. Ken Paxton,
Texas Attorney General; and Jim Jenkins, Respondents.
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