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The Partnership sends updates for the most important economic indicators each month. If you 
would like to opt-in to receive these updates, please click here. 
 
For the latest data, click here. 

 
May 8, 2019 

The Houston Airport System (HAS) handled 59.0 million passengers in the 12 months ending 
March ’19. That’s a record for Houston and an 8.2 percent increase from the 54.6 million handled 
over the same period in ’18. The 12-month international passenger volume totaled 11.8 million, 
up 4.6 percent from 11.3 million from the same period in ’18. Domestic volume totaled 47.2 
million, a 9.2 percent increase from 43.2 million for the same period in ’18. 

 

HAS handled 5.2 million passengers in March ’19, a 5.2 percent increase from the 4.9 million 
passengers handled during March ’18.  

 SUMMARY HOUSTON AIRPORT ACTIVITY – MARCH 
     ’19       ’18 % Change 

Total Passengers 5,207,651 4,949,435 5.2 

Domestic 4,158,685 3,913,742 6.3 

International 1,048,966 1,035,693 1.3 

Total Air Cargo (metric tons) 44,280 43,908 0.8 

Enplaned 21,846 21,303 2.5 

Deplaned 22,434 22,605 -0.8 
Source: Houston Airport System 
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http://ghp.informz.net/GHP/profile.asp?fid=3815
https://www.houston.org/publication/houston-economic-indicators


The Houston Airport System (HAS) partnered with Texas A&M to establish a $30 million 
Engineering Experiment Station to improve energy efficiency and air quality at both Bush 
Intercontinental Airport (IAH) and Hobby Airport (HOU). The project will replace outdated 
equipment, controls, baggage handling systems and lighting at the airports. Four chillers will be 
installed at a new utility plant, and a solar array will be part of the new shading canopies. 
 
METRO recently announced the possibility of running two light rail lines on a shared track to 
Hobby Airport. The proposed plan would extend the Purple and Green lines to a common point 
and then share a track towards HOU. METRO estimates the cost of the project at $1.1 billion and 
expects daily ridership between 8,100 to 8,600. 
 
San Jacinto College will open an aerospace workforce training center at the Houston Spaceport 
in Ellington Field called the Edge Center. The goal is to attract several aerospace companies to 
the region by having a ready-to-work talent pipeline. The center could open as early as June. 
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