
 

February 14, 2023 

 

 

TO THE 88TH TEXAS LEGISLATURE: 

 

 

Our organizations are committed to working with the Legislature to preserve the business 

climate and foster future growth by developing a new, transparent and accountable economic 

development policy. This mission is critical to ensuring Texas can compete for large capital-

intensive investments, which bring jobs and long-term revenue to Texas communities.   

 

Companies locate their projects where the capital costs are favorable. Texas has been a national 

leader in securing large capital-intensive investments, but we could fall behind. Other states and 

countries are deploying their own temporary tax discounts and incentives. Over the last year, 

Texas lost several multibillion-dollar deals, including Rivian to Georgia, Intel to Ohio, and 

Micron to New York. Texas stands to lose more jobs, more investments, more tax base and more 

growth if we don’t restock our economic development toolbox with a new economic 

development incentive this legislative session. 

 

Research shows that Texas voters overwhelmingly agree that limited, temporary property tax 

discounts make sense when exchanged for long term revenue and economic development. 

 

Research also demonstrates that voters feel strongly that Texas should enhance its supply chain 

to promote economic independence and national security. In fact, 84 percent agree that we are 

too reliant on other nations for the products we need. Texas Lawmakers have an opportunity to 

once again be the solution to some of the most difficult problems for our country and our state.  

We must do more to attract manufacturing and investment to Texas to meet our needs and help 

stabilize our national supply chain for key goods and services.   

 

Texas needs to modernize and retool to compete for future projects. A new, transparent, and 

accountable economic development policy is essential to protecting Texas’ position as the 

nation’s economic powerhouse. This is a top priority for each of our organizations. We look 

forward to working with you on policy solutions to grow the Texas economy and secure a bright 

future for the next generation. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Tony Bennett, President 

Texas Association of Manufacturers 

 

Dale Craymer, President 

Texas Taxpayers and Research Association 

 

Glenn Hamer, President 

Texas Association of 

Business 

 

Hector Rivero, President 

Texas Chemical Council 

 

 

 

Todd Staples, President 

Texas Oil and Gas 

Association 

 

 



Carlton Schwab,  

President & CEO 

Texas Economic 

Development Council 

 

Carlos deSaracho, 

Principal 

Alliance Architects 

 

Kevin Carter,  

President & CEO 

Amarillo Economic 

Development Corporation 

 

Morse Haynes,  

Executive Director 

Andrews Economic 

Development Corporation 

 

Jeffrey Sjostrom, 

President 

Aransas County 

Partnership EDC 

 

Broderick Green,  

Executive Director  

Arlington Economic 

Development Corporation 

 

Brian Freedman,  

President 

Bay Area Houston 

Economic Partnership 

 

B. J. Simon, 

President / CEO 

Baytown-West Chambers 

County 

Economic Development 

Foundation 

 

Mark Willis,  

Executive Director 

Big Spring Economic 

Development Corporation 

 

 

Matt Prochaska,  

Chief Development Officer 

BlueForge Alliance 

 

Amy Fesser,  

Executive Director 

Borger Economic 

Development Corporation 

 

Gayle Cooper,  

Executive Director 

Bonham Economic 

Development Corporation 

 

Jon Barela,  

CEO 

Borderplex Alliance 

 

Janice Crawley,  

Executive Director 

Bowie Economic 

Development Corporation 

 

Dean Myers,  

Board President 

Bowie Economic 

Development Corporation 

 

Ward Wallace,  

Board President 

Bowie Type B Economic 

Development Corporation 

 

Paul Spinks, 

President 

Brazoria County 

Petrochemical Council 

 

Blake Brannon, 

Chairman of the Board 

Brenham Economic 

Development Foundation 

 

 

 

 

 

Susan Cates,  

Director of Economic 

Development, Brenham 

Washington County 

Economic Development 

 

Cori Pena,  

President & CEO 

Brownsville Community 

Improvement Corporation 

 

Gina Kelly,  

Executive Director 

Brownfield Industrial 

Development 

 

Ginger Watkins,  

Executive Director 

Cameron Industrial 

Foundation 

 

Stephanie Tucker, 

Executive Director 

Canyon Economic 

Development Corporation 

 

Sheabree Nix,  

Economic Development 

Director 

Childress Economic 

Development Corporation 

 

Justin Jaworski,  

Executive Director 

Cisco Development 

Corporation 

 

Joey Grisham,  

Director of Economic 

Development 

City of Anna 

 

Debbie Westbeld, 

Economic Development 

Administrator 

City of Deer Park 

 



Jim Wehmeier,  

Director of Economic 

Development 

City of Ennis 

 

Robert Sturns,  

Economic Development 

Director 

City of Fort Worth 

 

Steve Dye,  

City Manager 

City of Grand Prairie 

 

Mary Poche,  

Economic Development 

Director 

City of Liberty Hill 

 

Ben Medina,  

City Administrator 

City of Rio Hondo 

 

Libbey Tucker,  

Director of Economic 

Development 

City of Rowlett 

 

Keith C. Rinehart, 

Director of Community & 

Economic Development 

City of Saginaw 

 

Elizabeth Huff, Director of 

Economic Development 

City of Sugar Land 

 

Warren Ketteman, 

Economic Development 

Director 

City of Waxahachie 

 

Daniel Sweat,  

Economic Development 

Director 

City of Wolfforth 

 

Christopher McGuire, 

Executive Director 

Clyde Economic 

Development Corporation 

 

Bob Paulison, 

Executive Director 

Coastal Bend Industry 

Association 

 

Danielle Scheiner, 

Executive Director 

Conroe Economic 

Development Council 

 

Fred Welch,  

Executive Director 

Copperas Cove Economic 

Development 

 

Mike Culbertson 

Interim CEO 

Corpus Christi Regional 

EDC 

 

Casey Bingham,  

Executive Director 

Crandall Economic 

Development Corporation 

 

Dale Petroskey,  

President & CEO 

Dallas Regional Chamber  

 

Kevin Holzbog,  

Executive Director 

Decatur Economic 

Development Corporation 

 

Tony Kaai,  

President 

Denison Development 

Alliance 

 

 

 

 

Heath Haynes,  

Executive Director 

Denver City Economic 

Development Corporation 

 

Misty Mayo,  

President & CEO 

Development Corporation 

of Abilene 

 

Barbara Leatherwood, 

Executive Director 

Development Corporation 

of Snyder 

 

Jennifer Scripps,  

President & CEO 

Downtown Dallas, Inc.  

 

MaryJane Mudd,  

Executive Director 

East Harris County 

Manufacturers Association 

 

Patti Worfe,  

President & CEO 

Economic Alliance for 

Brazoria County 

 

Chad Burke,  

President & CEO 

Economic Alliance 

Houston Port Region 

 

Raudel Garza,  

Executive Director 

Edinburg Economic 

Development Corporation 

 

David Fowler,  

President 

Fairfield Economic 

Development Corporation 

 

 

 

 



Rachelle Kanak, 

 Executive Vice President 

Fort Bend Economic 

Development Council 

 

Jason Ford,  

President,  

Frisco Economic 

Development Corporation 

 

Glynis Holm Strause, 

Secretary 

Future of the Region South 

Texas 

 

William Myers,  

Executive Director, 

Gainesville Economic 

Development Corporation 

 

David Stedman,  

President 

Giddings Economic 

Development Corporation 

 

Katie Celli,  

Executive Director 

Golden Triangle Business 

Roundtable  

 

Craig Rhodes,  

Vice President, Economic 

Development 

Greater Houston 

Partnership 

 

Scott Connell,  

President 

Greater Killen Chamber of 

Commerce 

 

Jenna Saucedo-Herrera, 

President & CEO 

Greater San Antonio 

Regional Economic 

Partnership 

 

Jason J. Giulietti,  

President & CEO 

Greater San Marcos 

Partnership 

 

Kristina Collins,  

Senior Vice President-

Economic Development 

Greater Waco Chamber of 

Commerce 

 

Greg Sims,  

President & CEO 

Greenville Economic 

Development 

 

Kurt Jones,  

Executive Director 

Hereford Economic 

Development Corporation 

 

Arthur Mann,  

Director of Economic 

Development 

Hillsboro Economic 

Development Corporation 

 

John Durkay,  

General Counsel 

Industry of Southeast 

Texas 

 

Jodi Carr,  

Executive Director 

Ingleside Development 

Corporation 

 

Ray Methvin,  

CEO 

Insyteful 

 

Traci Anderson,  

Executive Director 

Jarrell Economic 

Development Corporation 

 

 

Tommy Kurtz,  

Managing Director 

Jones Walker Consulting 

 

Stewart McGregor, 

Executive Director 

Kaufman Economic 

Development Corporation 

 

Lisa Denton,  

Executive Director 

Kilgore Economic 

Development Corporation 

 

Manny Salazar,  

President & CEO 

Kingsville Chamber of 

Commerce 

 

Gene Lindgren, 

President & CEO 

Laredo Economic 

Development Corporation 

 

Pamela Mundo,  

Executive Director 

Lavon Economic 

Development Corporation 

 

Justin Balderas,  

Executive Director 

Levelland Economic 

Development Corporation 

 

Susan Gill,  

President 

Lindale Economic 

Development Corporation 

 

Jennette Espinosa, 

Executive Director 

Little Elm Economic 

Development Corporation 

 

 

 

 



James Owen, 

President 

Lone Oak Economic 

Development Corporation 

 

John Osborne,  

President & CEO 

Lubbock Economic 

Development Alliance 

 

Wayne Mansfield, 

President & CEO 

Longview Economic 

Development Corporation 

 

Christian Fletcher, 

Executive Director 

Marble Falls Economic 

Development Corporation 

 

Peter Tokar, 

President & CEO 

McKinney Economic 

Development Corporation 

 

Stephanie Blanks, 

Executive Director 

Medina County Economic 

Development Corporation 

 

Michael Meek, 

President & CEO 

Meek & Associates, LLC 

 

Sara Harris,  

Executive Director 

Midland Development 

Corporation 

 

Nathan Tafoya,  

Executive Director 

Mount Pleasant Economic 

Development 

 

 

 

 

Kat DeCuir,  

Executive Director 

Nederland Economic 

Development Corporation 

 

Chris Wallace,  

President/CEO 

North Texas Commission 

 

Gary Farmer,  

Chairman of the Board 

Opportunity Austin 

 

Maureen Hammond, 

Executive Director 

Paris Economic 

Development Corporation 

 

Stephanie Wiggins,  

Chief Economic 

Development Officer 

Partnership Lake Houston 

 

Amy Madison,  

Executive Director 

Pflugerville Community 

Development Corporation 

 

Kristi Aday,  

Executive Director 

Plainview Hale County 

Economic Development 

 

Terry Stokes,  

CEO 

Port Arthur Economic 

Development Corporation 

 

Mary Ann Moon, 

Executive Director 

Prosper Economic 

Development Corporation 

 

Debi Darter,  

Executive Director 

Quinlan Economic 

Development Corporation 

Jim Gibson,  

Economic Development 

Director 

Rockdale Municipal 

Development District 

 

Charles Houk,  

Executive Director 

Royse City Community 

Development Corporation 

 

Charlie Dromgoole, 

Economic Development 

Advisor 

Sabine County 

 

Daryl Melton,  

County Judge 

Sabine County 

 

Adam Gawarecki, 

President & CEO 

San Patricio County 

Economic Development 

 

Holly Malish, 

Interim Executive Director 

Schertz Economic 

Development Corporation 

 

Joshua Schneuker, 

Seguin Economic 

Development Corporation 

 

Kathy Allen,  

Executive Director 

Sherman County 

Development 

 

Kent Sharp,  

President & CEO 

Sherman Economic 

Development Corporation 

 

 

 

 



Barbara Hopper,  

Executive Director 

Slaton Economic 

Development Corporation 

 

Darle Lapeyre,  

Executive Director 

South Padre Island 

Economic Development 

 

James Rich,  

Executive Director 

Southeast Texas Economic 

Development Foundation 

 

Rose Benavidez,  

President 

Starr County Industrial 

Foundation 

 

Roger Feagley,  

Executive Director 

Sulphur Springs/Hopkins 

County Economic 

 

Nina Christie, 

President 

Sweeny Economic 

Development Corp. 

 

Adrian Cannady,  

President & CEO 

Temple Economic 

Development Corporation 

 

Scott Norton,  

Executive Director 

TexAmericas Center 

 

Justin Yancy,  

President 

Texas Business Leadership 

Council 

 

 

 

 

Catherine Sak,  

Executive Director,  

Texas Downtown 

Association 

 

Nancy Carol Windham, 

President & CEO 

Texas Forest Country 

Partnership 

 

Ed Longanecker,  

President 

Texas Independent 

Producers & Royalty 

Owners Association 

 

Kasey Coker,  

Executive Director 

The High Ground of Texas 

 

M. Ray Perryman, 

President & CEO 

The Perryman Group 

 

Katherine Silvas,  

Principal 

The Silvas Group 

 

Jonas Titas,  

President 

Victoria Economic 

Development Corporation 

 

Pam Reed,  

President 

West Tawakoni Economic 

Development Corporation 

 

Kristen Moudy,  

Executive Director 

Wheeler Economic 

Development 

 

Jason Greiner,  

Executive Director 

Wylie Economic 

Development Corporation 

Doug Williamson, 

Director, Government 

Affairs  

Abilene Chamber of 

Commerce 

 

Sharon Mayer,  

CEO  

Allen-Fairview Chamber 

of Commerce 

 

Cary S. Perrin, 

President & CEO 

Alvin-Manvel Area 

Chamber of Commerce 

 

Jason Harrison,  

President & CEO 

Amarillo Chamber of 

Commerce 

 

Rosemary Vega,  

President & CEO 

Aransas Pass Chamber of 

Commerce 

 

Jill Crocker, 

President 

Atlanta Area Chamber of 

Commerce 

 

Kerry Hall,  

Interim President and CEO 

Austin Chamber of 

Commerce 

 

Monica Andry,  

President & CEO 

Austin Hispanic Chamber 

of Commerce 

 

Becki Womble, 

President/CEO 

Bastrop Chamber of 

Commerce 

 

 



Mitch Thames,  

President and CEO  

Bay City Chamber of 

Commerce 

 

Tracey Wheeler,  

President & CEO 

Baytown Chamber of 

Commerce 

 

Gina Aguirre Adams, 

President & CEO 

Brazoria County Hispanic 

Chamber of Commerce 

 

Sandra Shaw, IOM 

President & CEO 

Brazosport Area Chamber 

of Commerce 

 

Tony Moline,  

President & CEO  

Cedar Park Chamber of 

Commerce 

 

Kristin Weiss,  

President & CEO  

Central Fort Bend 

Chamber of Commerce 

 

Cindy DeWease, 

President/CEO  

Clear Lake Chamber of 

Commerce 

 

Scott Harper,   

President 

Conroe / Lake Conroe 

Chamber of Commerce 

 

Kim Harris,  

President 

Crosby Huffman Chamber 

of Commerce 

 

 

 

Terri Horn,  

Executive Director 

Crowley Area Chamber of 

Commerce 

 

Angie Cuellar,  

Executive Director  

Cuero Chamber of 

Commerce 

 

Matt Garcia,  

Senior Vice President of 

Public Policy  

Dallas Regional Chamber 

 

Paula Moorhaj, 

President/CEO 

Deer Park Chamber of 

Commerce 

 

Erin Carter,  

President & CEO  

Denton Chamber of 

Commerce 

 

Lisa Flowers,  

President & CEO 

East Parker County 

Chamber of Commerce 

 

Ronnie Larralde, 

Executive Director 

Edinburg Chamber of 

Commerce 

 

Andrea Hutchins, 

President & CEO  

El Paso Chamber of 

Commerce 

 

Cindy Ramos-Davidson, 

CEO 

El Paso Hispanic Chamber 

of Commerce 

 

 

 

Geoeffery Williams, 

President & CEO 

Ennis Chamber of 

Commerce 

 

Peggy Morse,  

President 

Florence Chamber of 

Commerce 

 

Lori Walker,  

President 

Flower Mound Chamber of 

Commerce 

 

Keri Schmidt,  

President & CEO  

Fort Bend Chamber of 

Commerce 

 

Kyle Jacobson,  

VP of Advocacy  

Fort Worth Chamber of 

Commerce 

 

Fort Worth Hispanic 

Chamber of Commerce 

 

Carol Ives Marcantel, IOM 

President & CEO 

Friendswood Chamber of 

Commerce 

 

Tony Felker, 

President/CEO 

Frisco Chamber of 

Commerce 

 

Don McCoy, 

President/CEO  

Fulshear-Katy Area 

Chamber of Commerce 

 

Gina M. Spagnola, 

President & CEO  

Galveston Regional 

Chamber of Commerce 



Denice Harlan, 

Executive Director 

Giddings Area Chamber of 

Commerce 

 

RaDonna Hessel, 

President/CEO  

Grapevine Chamber of 

Commerce 

 

Brian J. Bondy,  

President 

Granbury Chamber of 

Commerce 

 

Michele Allison 

President & CEO 

Greater Angleton Chamber 

of Commerce 

 

Michael Jacobson, 

President & CEO  

Greater Arlington 

Chamber of Commerce 

 

Steve Ahlenius, 

President/CEO  

Greater Beaumont 

Chamber of Commerce 

 

Melissa Cromwell,  

President 

Greater Celina Chamber of 

Commerce  

 

Rick Ortiz,  

President/CEO 

Greater Dallas Hispanic 

Chamber of Commerce 

 

Bob Harvey,  

President & CEO  

Greater Houston 

Partnership 

 

 

 

Beth Bowman, 

President & CEO 

Greater Irving-Las Colinas 

Chamber of Commerce 

 

Sandy Barton,  

President 

Greater Magnolia Parkway 

Chamber of Commerce 

 

Jonathan Packer,  

President & CEO  

Greater New Braunfels 

Chamber of Commerce 

 

Marcela Beas, 

President/CEO 

The Greater Pharr 

Chamber of Commerce 

 

Pat Avery,  

President & CEO 

Greater Port Arthur 

Chamber of Commerce 

 

Tia Rae Stone,  

President & CEO  

Greater Taylor Chamber of 

Commerce 

 

Bruce E. Hillegeist,  

President 

Greater Tomball Area 

Chamber of Commerce 

 

Shellie Eldredge, 

President 

Greater Whitehouse Area 

Chamber of Commerce 

 

Shelley Corrales, 

President & CEO 

Greenville Chamber of 

Commerce 

 

 

 

Mary Frazior,  

President & CEO  

HEB Chamber of 

Commerce 

 

Frances Castaneda Dyesst, 

President  

Houston East End 

Chamber of Commerce 

 

Bobby Lieb,  

President & CEO  

Houston Northwest 

Chamber of Commerce 

 

Kari Werner, 

President & CEO 

Houston West Chamber of 

Commerce   

 

Ray Hernandez,  

President/CEO 

Huntsville Walker County 

Chamber of Commerce 

 

Barbara Gregg,  

President/CEO 

Ingleside Chamber of 

Commerce 

 

Mary Ann Kellam, 

President & CEO 

Irving Hispanic Chamber 

of Commerce 

 

Matthew Ferraro, 

President/CEO  

Katy Area Chamber of 

Commerce 

 

Anne Glasscock,  

CEO  

Kaufman Chamber of 

Commerce 

 

 

 



Jill R. McCartney White, 

President & CEO 

Kilgore Area Chamber of 

Commerce 

 

Julie Snyder, 

CEO 

Kyle Area Chamber of 

Commerce 

 

Tina Henderson, 

President 

Lake Cities Chamber 

 

Miguel Conchas,  

Interim President & CEO 

Laredo Chamber of 

Commerce 

 

Dewan Clayborn, 

President & CEO 

League City Chamber of 

Commerce 

 

Shelbie Glover, 

President & CEO 

Lindale Area Chamber of 

Commerce 

 

Kelly Hall,  

President & CEO 

Longview Chamber of 

Commerce 

 

Kay McDowell, 

 President and CEO 

Lubbock Chamber of 

Commerce 

 

Tara Watson-Watkins, 

President & CEO 

Lufkin Chamber of 

Commerce 

 

 

 

 

Lori Williams,  

President & CEO 

Mansfield Chamber of 

Commerce 

 

Lisa Hermes,  

President & CEO  

McKinney Chamber of 

Commerce 

 

Alexander Helgar,  

President 

Mesquite Chamber of 

Commerce 

 

Bobby Burns,  

President and CEO  

Midland Chamber of 

Commerce 

 

Melissa Shook,  

President & CEO 

Midlothian Chamber of 

Commerce 

 

Shannan Reid, 

Director 

Montgomery Area 

Chamber of Commerce 

 

C. Wayne Mitchell, 

CEO 

Nacogdoches County 

Chamber of Commerce 

 

Jeff Kitner, 

Chief Operating Officer 

North Dallas Chamber of 

Commerce 

 

Duane Wilson,  

Interim CEO & President 

North San Antonio 

Chamber  

 

 

 

Jack Bradshaw, 

President & CEO 

Northeast Tarrant Chamber 

of Commerce 

 

Renee Earls,  

CEO  

Odessa Chamber of 

Commerce 

 

Sally Kurtz,  

President 

Palacios Chamber of 

Commerce 

 

Cristina Womack, 

President/CEO 

Pasadena Chamber of 

Commerce 

 

Jim Johnson, 

President/CEO  

Pearland Chamber of 

Commerce 

 

Kelle Marsalis,  

President & CEO  

Plano Chamber of 

Commerce 

 

Tracy Florence,  

President/CEO 

Portland Chamber of 

Commerce & Visitor 

Center 

 

Cynthia M. Sakulenzki, 

President & CEO 

RGV Hispanic Chamber of 

Commerce 

 

Shelly Stuart, IOM,  

President/CEO 

Rockport-Fulton Chamber 

of Commerce 

 

 



Jordan Robinson,  

President & CEO 

Round Rock Chamber of 

Commerce 

 

Michael Gallops,  

CEO  

Rowlett Chamber of 

Commerce 

 

Ashlee Burke, 

President & CEO 

Royse City Chamber of 

Commerce 

 

Dave Petersen,  

Interim President & CEO 

San Antonio Chamber of 

Commerce 

 

Marina J. Gonzales, 

President & CEO  

San Antonio Hispanic 

Chamber of Commerce 

 

Page Michel,  

President & CEO 

San Marcos Area Chamber 

of Commerce 

 

Chester Jenke,  

President  

Seguin Chamber of 

Commerce 

 

Eddie Brown,  

President / CEO  

Sherman Chamber of 

Commerce 

 

Christie Prine,  

President/CEO 

Sinton Chamber of 

Commerce 

 

 

 

Alita Bagley,  

President & CEO 

South Padre Island 

Chamber of Commerce 

 

Nina Christie,  

President 

Sweeny Chamber of 

Commerce 

 

Rod Henry,  

President & CEO  

Temple Chamber of 

Commerce 

 

Carlton Tidwell,  

President & CEO 

Terrell Chamber of 

Commerce 

 

Tim Culp,  

President/CEO  

Texas City/La Marque 

Chamber of Commerce 

 

Marina J. Gonzales, 

President & CEO  

Texas Hispanic Chamber 

of Commerce Coalition 

 

J.J. Hollie,  

President & CEO 

The Woodlands Area 

Chamber of Commerce 

 

Henry Bell,  

President  

Tyler Area Chamber of 

Commerce 

 

Ginny Cross,  

Vice President of 

Government and 

Community Relations 

United Corpus Chamber of 

Commerce 

 

Grace McDermott, 

President 

US Pan Asian American 

Chamber of Commerce-

Southwest 

 

Matthew T. Meadors, 

President & CEO  

Waco Chamber of 

Commerce 

 

Jamie Rankin, 

President & CEO 

Washington County 

Chamber of Commerce 

 

Kevin Strength, 

President & CEO 

Waxahachie Chamber of 

Commerce 

 

Tammy Gazzola,  

President 

Weatherford Chamber of 

Commerce 

 

Macie Schubert,  

President & CEO 

West Chambers County of 

Commerce 

 

JoAnna Parker,   

President  

White Settlement Area 

Chamber of Commerce 

 

Johnny Wetzel, Jr., 

President 

Winnsboro Area Chamber 

of Commerce 

 

 

 


